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Plague Lord Inspecting Four Borders, Preliminary Study of the Daitian
Xunshou Ritual in Taiwan
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B Abstract

The cult of the Plague Lord (Wangye) has a significant following in Taiwan. The Daitian Xunshou
ritual associated with the cult is especially notable. This ritual derives from an imagining of an ancient
bureaucratic system, in which local officials receive an envoy from heaven, the Plague Lord. Details
and customs of the ritual vary from one locality to another. In this article, I present data from my field
study to sketch an outline of the Daitian Xunshou ritual in Taiwan. I describe features of individual
regions, give an account of the ritual scenario, and discuss its fundamental meanings, so as to offer a
preliminary understanding of the ritual in question.
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Figure 1. Distribution map of temples in Taiwan regularly welcoming

the kings.
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Table 1. The temples involved in inviting the kings to patrol the neighborhood on behalf of the
Heavenly Court on the 18th day in the 6th month of the Lunar Calendar, conducted at

Dongshi, Chiayi.
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Figure 2. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Fuan Temple, Dongshi.
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Figure 4. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Fuan Altar, Zhongzhou.
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Figure 3. Welcoming the kings performed by
Youtian Temple, Shangliao, Dongshi.
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Figure 5. Making the god’s boat by Zhenan
Temple, Wanliao.
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Figure 6. lllustration of welcoming the kings — Wu Nian Qian Sui at Taibao area, Chiayi.
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AE 7 KREEEEEXE
Figure 7. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Fuxing Temple, Xinan, Taibao
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Figure 9. Patrolling the south and the north
conducted by Shoutian Temple,
Aogu, Dongshi (Wang Ling — The
King' s Decree).
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Figure 8. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Baoan Temple, Yuliao, Taibao.
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Figure 10. Inviting the kings to patrol the south
and the north conducted at Tugao,
Shuishang (preparing the kings’
seats).
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Table 2. The temples involved in inviting the kings to patrol the neighborhood on behalf of the
Heavenly Court conducted at Neihai, Jiutaijiang
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Table 3. The temples involved in inviting the kings to patrol the neighborhood on behalf of the
Heavenly Court conducted regularly at Beimen area.
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Figure 12. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Donglong Temple at Sanliao Wan.
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Figure 13. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Dongxing Temple, Xidi, Beimen.
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Table 4. The temples involved in inviting the kings to patrol the neighborhood on behalf of the
Heavenly Court conducted regularly at Fucheng area, Tainan.
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Figure 14. Bidding the kings farewell conducted by Sanlaoye Figure 15. Bidding the kings
Temple. farewell conducted by
Baoyu Temple.
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Figure 16. Sailors’ Rite conducted by Wude
Temple, Anping.
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Figure 17. “Presenting firewood and rice”

ceremony conducted by Tianlong
Altar, Anping.
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Table 5. The temples involved in inviting the kings to patrol the neighborhood on behalf of the
Heavenly Court conducted regularly at Wanli and Xishu.
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Figure 18. The king’s boat patrol conducted by

Wannian Temple, Wanli.
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Figure 19. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Macheng Temple, Wanli.
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Table 8.  The temples involved in inviting the kings to patrol the neighborhood on behalf of the
Heavenly Court conducted occasionally at Xinfeng area.
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Figure 20. Bidding the kings farewell conducted Figure 21. Bidding the kings farewell conducted

by Shanxi Temple, Guanmiao. by Jian Temple, Xinying.
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Table 7. The communities that conducted “You Wang Gong” (inviting the kings to patrol the
neighborhood on behalf of the Heavenly Court) at Neihai area, Jiuzhuang.
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Table 8. The temples that conducted “wang jiao” (the kings’ ceremony) frequently at Jiading area.
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Figure 22. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Cifu Temple, Jiading.
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Figure 23. The 36 imperial scholars invited by
Sanging Temple, Jiading.
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Figure 24. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Sanshan Guowang Temple,
Yancheng.
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Figure 25. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Linshui Temple, Kaohsiung.
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Table 9. The temples that conducted “wang jiao” (the kings’ ceremony) regularly at Southern Pingtung

area.
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Figure 26. The origami cranes used to invite Figure 27. “Passing the blue knife alley”
the kings made by Delong Temple, conducted by Daitianfu, Xizhou.
Fenggang.
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Table 10. The temples that conducted the biding the kings farewell ceremony regularly at Northern
Pingtung area.
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Figure 28. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Citian Temple, Xinwei.
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Figure 29. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Zhenxi Temple, Pingtung City (the
kings’ furnace).
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Figure 30. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Zhongyi Temple, Tamshui.
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Figure 31. The floating kings’
boat.
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Figure 32. The deities on the floating king’s boat (1903).
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Figure 33. Presenting foodstuffs in spring,
conducted by Dongxing Temple,
Lukang.
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Figure 34. Presenting foodstuffs in spring,
conducted by Dongxing Temple,
Lukang.
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Table 11.  The temples involved in bidding the kings farewell — Wu Nian Qian Sui farewell with the

king’s boat in “Da ke nien” (every three years).
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Figure 35. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Qingan Temple, Xinzhuang, Tuku.
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Figure362. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Zhensheng Temple, Xiagiaotou,
Mialiao.
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Figure 37. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Fuhai Temple, Tongpan.
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Figure 38. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Fuhai Temple, Tongpan (feasting
the sedan chair carrier).
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Table 12. The temples involved in bidding the kings farewell in the Penghu area.
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Figure 39. Bidding the kings farewell conducted
by Fuhai Temple, Tongpan (feasting
the sedan chair carrier).
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Figure 40. Dotting the eyes of the kings’
boat conducted by Cide Temple,
Houputou, Kinmen.

B AR R IR At

BEATE (A)

% E R E T F R AT
A PRRIZ G40 B — 32 8 R B Av Ik
I 3 B FC ol 3R BT B AR AR dy ke
A b D e 2 g g R B A
ARG EBBRZIRRE

FRORKTF 5 (B B N (5 (0t SR —
fi o AR 20 50 i AR R B 5 I L ) £ 4 1T
T2 R RR N - BT J7% 25 A i ] Y e e

B AR ETHY AT BOR AP IRY 2 THEHRE -
ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@%ﬁ&%&%aﬁ%ﬁ%%
FETMIRL - A S50 Ry B 5 Rk B B 5t &
IE A RS » R T S B P B 1y —
BB o TiyiE M e B R A YR 52 - E R
0 L U T RS A T 1Y R - b — AR
ZEn] DR Ry Ry 3k - BHZ TIFRY

? AR R -

T ERSERI  FISNTRE TR (RAREIFRIEISNAE ) BRI SOA -

111



KK%E%@%@%%U /2015 / 88=—+_"HA / B 80-115

112

B B AR > AR EGERZH
QR A A e B B A T - AR SR
W Tt 5 EL T AR 5 E (TR A BE - (HZ W]
DU R RS B B e RN B T
BARBEANZE -

RRKIFHI (N EL B - 1 R
el 0 T 1 29 A e PR o e P 3 A €
1 - AEEE R R AR - RIAEAEH TR R
Rk - Mzt H O R0 PR

it B 22 B e AR AL - AR AT S |
X 0 Ry EEIHT - MEsgHh 5 2155
L% - AARKIFEMEE R M EEEE
HISCAL&E FE - o B B T e RE B
OB ORIV T B B AR - it s o[l
B BT R R B RS b B 2
[ —3 o ASCEZ R 42
RER - 77 B3%50 B 2 B HH By 3 2 B AH B
BRHIES - T — PR AT B -
EAT ARSI UE -

ZREMT (2003) o (HEHT MR T E 2
B TR RS — RN LISE 2 i 288 Jee Je HLE%E
> - MEEEM - (E - itz 5
— e R R SR ) 0 H 229-296 0 &
b+ IR ZESE RRERTSERT -

ZRHT (2004) © (EFR(GIAIDOMES RIEE -
5 EAORKEEMOEE—) » WEAKFK
Fhesna SULTFeRHE 15 -

—EtaT (2010) - <HFRAMEERRMEHEIEES
FHSAIES — DL 1990 FAEMRIE NI LEH 2
R o (ECREEEIERHR) (39) - H 203-
222 -

F-4A7 (2010) o CREBEAFAVSIETEE)ELL
FEREZM5E) - BN R AREE 5
It

TG (2009) - (FRAGHTEN T HLZ R 52—
DU SRR R R TR 1) ZACRER
BEMTTERTE L3 -

HiE (2010) - (EAHERMS L E A
NEY) - H 375-385 0 fEEEBEHER -

MEET (2010) - (CEFFEIFTHENE TEL
LWgE) - BZACREREENWTSERTiE 5
o



MEZE (2003) o C(HEHEHHIE TARSSULEL ASF
FAtRZITTE) - ErEEMEERE TS ERT
RE A

MEE (1997) - (HHERREREEM) - =il
5+ EHERRERN - H 290 -

MBI o (B AR T MR B o AR B (R
gty o BINLER AR EE ST ATE L
5

faSPIz (2003) o GRIFELESM - BEEUARY
SACENER) - PR TS o

PRI (2005) > (PSRRI EERIED)
ZIZE) - B EAS AR S LT
-

& CERIBEZEXKiE) - (EMCUE)
(2) > H 553-554 > 2k« gt (A
FAK 1953 4 0 (EMSUR) 2 % 3 B ED
PP.109-110) -

M (1999) o BGRRELGTEY © 1SS ED
EEW TIEE ) o (RIEEMTERET)
(88) » EH 135-172 -

AR (2001) o CGUEBHRET : UE A Bt R
HEERE— DR - ZrEiE RIS
22 o (RfpdhE) (129) » H 1420

=G (20060) - (EFETEEESEREL
JintEr) o (REEb) (3) - H1-36°

Tz - EEAEE T ARKIT , BNE W

=G (2006) - (EFERRHIE LRI

At -G TES) - HRIRTAEED - &
AEE G -

M (2008 4E3 H )« (A ek ~ JLEAS:
R =R - 22

Bahs Sieke ) Bl hRY & - 2= -
BEEAMITEL ~ BN EEAER SR ~ BT
BURERSCERE - rh IR Fele B i SerT ©

2 o GEIF R EE R E R D
S ~ R TN - (G REESEN
BASCERERTTRT Eam L) - H 5-36 » L ¢
IEHEEERERESCERAT  BLEERY -

I ~ TSI R EIREESE (1998) -
(BT - REHEE | LIERPLS
gt) > |H278 > 2k - 2ESRAER -

URHAE) ~ gt (2013) - (EpgEFREE
&) - =M ERTHE UL -

U5EH ~ JEFREE (2007) o (EEGERIE
FEPHEMEMRLEE) - (REHEXE)
(3) -

PLEEEE (2007) ° (FEESHEERZEERIFLE
FHEFFFHEFFRELE) » (REBESUE)
(3) » H 186-207 °

s (2007) o CREEREGCRIFAHRREESTT
eI ER R LRI - (TEEEE
REERFECEFEEET]) (2) » H 2546

113



Kﬁftéi{%ﬁ%ﬂﬂ /2015 / 88=—+_"HA / B 80-115

114

HEEERE (2011) - (fHEREDEM © CWhlEE
S fE o) » K - EA - B
100 FE /K EgRE (GIR) B L& ETR &
2011 9 H 23 H » TMER « EMEECRE

M (2012) - (ARRKIFEAFETHL : 5
SR FEN IR TS B A )

26 = JE i A S BIREEA ET & 0 2012 £F 10
H20~2la 2 EMHEBUT @SR CE -

FESRE (1999) « (HEHPST ik sFmEn) -
S R -

BRT#E (2000) o CERRERBUE BRRPHE 5%
TZRE) - BRERR ¢ BRFERELE

BRTHAR (2003) - (ERFERELE SERBHE £
) ERA  REREE -

BRZZH - (G R TERE I —akamiid
Z2E) (HEEES0 - ERfdEShl 13t
WA

PREFISE (1984) - (MBRGRARFAR ¥
MW TRRRZER Rl EE) - faEE
i - BRI RGN EHEEAES

39 (1997) - (EEMTEHREMN) - =2k :
PEIRL o

O o (TR — EAE R — i
) o (U TEHEE) (38) » H 2938 -

=Y o (EETRIEIRK) - e
TEEESEY (41) » H51-60 ©
= (1996) o (FEBNIERE) - =/ 2
FARRI SAb L ©

B (2000) - (FE@REMEE)  H 328
2 - ZMRBUF UL -

O (2008) o (HREGTHKEAH . 2008 G4
X+ 3H6-10 H) » Zrdi : MESAKIT

EHEET -

FOCHE (2008) - (RIS AOR B R
R 92) - =R MBS EEEZE
.

wCH (2010) - (FafaiarfEsat) - 2 ¢
EEFRREAT -

FOC ~ FEARE (2001) o (EEE—F -
BRI L ERIREFIAMEL) - PR RAE
L e

AR o (HEEE AT B
PERERAYSRENERS ) - BOZER A =Lt
FeFThE AR 3L

A E o (G0 = FE R R B RIS
gy » (ZEUE) 43(3) 0 H 15-152 -

EHAHM - (GOEEERE N TR/EE
) o (ZESTE) 41(2) © H 211-295 °



Tz - EEAEE T ARKIT , BNE W ,

AR - HRE (2003) o (RS
BAEERSGE) - iU - H 397-
410 »

BHAZ ~ YR (2011) - (HEAE AR
& RTRIAETE) o BR  ERTTE A
TR -

£9HE (2010) - (GEFRMLHEME TER(E
ZBge) - B AR AR 2 E S LA SeFThE
m

£51EE o (RS PRI w5l T S R B A B
mdfse) - B EALEE R E S LSERT
fE 5

BEOTZE o (EESTEREIIAVRRIE) - BT
(RN VA R FNE i e N TR

(it SFRIT =B AOVEGEE FEREE) - Hil

HEANGE » ARG [HRRA R IRt Fefe s Bl
e B 5% e 25 i ] R R S B 5 2 S R A
BRI E R -

(FREFAPMF R AT THRERR) » TRE
RCE  BTRARET TR TR - AR
MR LIS Z e

CRRNGIHLBEZ S at) - MK BRI
HEHEREY - H3 -

115



